Wisconsin Library Association Foundation

Wisconsin Library Heritage Center Steering Committee

Minutes of the August 26, 2008 Meeting 

The Wisconsin Library Heritage Center Steering Committee met at the WLA/WLAF Office at 1:00 p.m. on August 26, 2008.  Those present were Larry T. Nix, Chair; Pete Gilbert; James Gollata; and Ruth Ann Montgomery.  Absent were Michael Edmonds and Christine Pawley.
The agenda was accepted as distributed.

WLHC Website

Nix reported on the establishment of the WLHC website at http://heritage.wisconsinlibraries.org. The site was officially launched on August 6.  Announcements were made in the WLA listserv and the WLA listserv.  The launch of the site was also reported in Channel DLS and Arrowhead Library System’s Monday Memo.  Nationally, ALA’s weekly electronic newsletter AL Direct cited the WLHC website page on Traveling Libraries in its August 13 issue.  A number of favorable comments about the Website have been received.
Hall of Fame Plan of Action

Nix reported that the WLAF Board had approved the establishment of the Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame at its July 16th meeting.  A revised description of Hall of Fame Proposal as approved by the WLAF Board had previously been distributed to the Committee.  The first group of inductees to the Hall of Fame, as selected by the Steering Committee, will be inducted at the Awards Banquet at the WLA Conference on November 6.  The WLA Awards Committee has agreed to give the Steering Committee an opportunity prior to the meal at the banquet to announce the inductees.  In addition a brochure with information on the inductees will be placed at each table along with other handouts.  The first group of the inductees will all be deceased.  Living inductees will be considered in 2009.  A webpage on each of the inductees will be created on the WLHC website.
Wisconsin Library Hall of Fame 2008 Inductees
The Steering Committee discussed the number of individuals that should be inducted in 2008.  A preliminary list of 17 possible individuals was reviewed.  It was agreed that the number should be restricted to 10 individuals in the first year and that a smaller number should be inducted in each of the future years.  Those not selected from the preliminary list in 2008 would be considered in future years.
The Steering Committee agreed on the following individuals to be inducted in 2008:  Edward A. Birge; Elizabeth Burr; Lyman Copeland Draper; Theresa Elmendorf; Muriel L. Fuller; Mary Emogene Hazeltine; Frank Avery Hutchins; Lutie Eugenia Stearns; James Huff Stout; and Reuben Gold Thwaites.  
Founding Contributors Plan of Action

The Steering Committee agreed to proceed with announcing the opportunity to become a Founding Contributor of the WLHC through a WLA listserv posting.  Nix will develop the announcement and run it past Lisa Strand and Rick Krumwiede.  A certificate needs to be developed acknowledging the Founding Contributor status.
Committee Membership 

The members present agreed to have their names submitted for a regular two year appointment starting in 2009.  Nix will check with Edmonds and Pawley.  The Steering Committee discussed the need for a seventh member.  Nix will pass along recommendations to the WLAF Board for formal appointment.
Wisconsin Library Memorabilia Exhibit
Nix indicated that his Wisconsin Library Memorabilia exhibit is scheduled to be displayed at the Pewaukee Public Library in September, the South Milwaukee Public Library in February and March, 2009, the Milwaukee Public Library in April, 2009, and the Door County Library in September and October, 2009. He indicated he would like to start promoting the exhibit as a project of the WLHC.  This was agreeable to the Steering Committee.
Nix also proposed having a WLHC booth at the WLA Conference in Middleton which would include an exhibit of some of the library memorabilia.  This would help promote a further awareness of the WLHC.  The Steering Committee agreed to this suggestion and volunteered to help staff the booth.  Nix will submit the request for a booth.

Future Meeting Date

The Steering Committee tentatively agreed to meet on October 28 at the same time and location. Nix will double check with Edmonds and Pawley. 
